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Text of The Inaugural Addrus 0 o

at the Inter-Colonial Musllm Conferonce GM@}

of Muslim Communities of The Caribbean
~ which was held at the Jama Masjid Hall,

Queen Street, Port-of Spain, Trinidad, West Indies

This address was delivered at the opening of
The Conference on Friday 4th August 1950 at 3.00 p.m.
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In the Name of Allaah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Honourable Chairman of the Reception Committee, Honoured
Delegates and respected Brothers!

It 1s my most pleasant duty to first of all thank Almighty Allnah for
having blessed us with this opportunity of demonstrating the !ﬁ!ami@
bond of unity and of assembling here, united under the banner of our
Leader, the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be with him),to m&m
stock of our past and to plan for our future. I must further thank Him
for having inclined your hearts towards my humble self and
favoured me with the opportunity of serving you,

Dear Friends!

I have passed almost forty-three yoars of my life In rellglous nnd
national service out of which nearly thirty yenrs were spent in render-
ing Islamic service to populations and countries outslde the Pakistan




- Bharat sub-continent of India. In my native country, my friends of-
ten complain that, although I obtained my knowledge and my inspi-
ration, for Islamic work from the spiritual environment and the schol-
ars and spiritual personalities of my country, I have fixed up the
field of my activity in foreign lands. Their complaint, based as it is
on love, stands by itself, while I feel on the basis of my thirty years
experience that my decision is right.

It 1s a matter of thankfulness to Allaah that in Pakistan and Bharat
there are numerous Ulema who are capable of serving Islam in those
countries. But, outside, there are populations after populations which
have starved for long periods of time for Islamic workers. The Ulema
of the Islamic world could not help those populations because of not
being conversant with their language. Those who entered the field at
the cost of great sacrifice and in the teeth of difficulties, could not
cover the entire field because of lack of proper and comprehensive
organisation. In the meantime persons who were inspired by ulterior
motives thought it fit to utilise the opportunity for dismembering the
Muslim faith in the name of Islam. As their sole mission was to cre-
ate confusion among the Muslims to break their solidarity of faith,
and to create their own Church for establishing the claims to
Prophethood and Messiahship of a certain person after the Last Prophet
Muhammad ( peace be with him ),all their work performed ostensi-

bly in the name of Islam, made the matters worse for Islam and Mus-
lims.

In those days when I was acquiring modem education and got the
first opportunity of studying the policies of the colonial Governments
deeply, I first became anxious of the future of those who had left their
country under the indenture system, to serve the interests of
colonisation and capitalism in distant lands.I knew that when, in their
own mother-country, imperialism had transformed their condition into
that of veritable slavery,in what plight they must have been thrown as
indentured labourers in foreign lands. I gave much thought in those
days to the problem, why, when the so-called “labourers” were re-
cruited, care was taken that no educated person and no religious schol-
ars should be included among the recruits. The fear grew in me that,
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although in India the combined force of the Government and a high-
class missionary organization failed in dislodging the Muslim faith,
yet those who were living thousands and thousands of miles away
from their homes without any proper religious guides and without
any centres of religious learning could not be expected to face the
anti-Islamic forces in the same meritorious way. I was afraid that
what was only apparent slavery in India might take the form of real
and permanent spiritual slavery for those cut off from the World of
[slam.

My Friends !

These were the thoughts and considerations which pulled me out of
India and fixed up my field of activity in foreign lands. Since then I
had the occasion of visiting various countries of the world. For the
purpose of the present occasion, however, Burma, Ceylon, Mauritius,

South Africa, the 1slands of the Pacific, Trinidad, Barbados, British
Guiana and Dutch Guiana are before me.

In connection with the Muslims of these countries, allow me first of
all to offer felicitation to the noble souls of those great saints and
Ulema of India who infused that religious spirit and that spiritual
inspiration into these people and kindled that light of faith in their
hearts which was able to withstand the mightiest storms of anti-
[slamic forces.

We all know that those Muslims who were brought from West Africa
to the American countries, were confronted with the same difficul-
ties which the Indian Muslims had to face, but, very unfortunately,
unlike their Indian Muslim brothers, they proved incapable of fight-
ing the battle of faith. They lost their ancestral treasure, the true reli-
gion of Islam, side by side with their physical freedom, and today
they do not even remember that for centuries their ancestors had been
Muslims.

In view of all this, I fail to find words to thank, Almighty Allah that

13






