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In the Name of Allaah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Dear Sisters and Brothers!

Assalamu Alaikum

The deep love and warm affection which you have demonstrated in
welcoming me and the magnificent manner in which you have held
the receptions in honour of a humble Darvesh and Sadhu like me, is
positive proof of your own devotion to religion and your love for
God. It 1s evident that those who are loyal to a certain Government
show their loyalty by honouring the representatives of that
Government. Similarly, those who are loyal to God and devoted to
religion, not formally but truly, honour persons like me, considering
us to be the inviters towards God and the representatives of His
Prophets. While I thank you most heartily for it, I leave your reward
to God. May He shower on you His choicest blessings, honour you as

you have honoured me and enable us all to serve His cause in the way
He likes.

My Friends!

In your address, you have pinned certain hopes in me. May the
Almighty fulfil them. I wish to point out, however, that, as a servant
of humanity working for God’s pleasure, my only function and
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obligation is to deliver the Message and to show the path v.vhich I
consider to be the right on in the light of God’s revealed Guidance.
God’s command to His last Prophet also was:

“O Prophet ! deliver the Message which comes to thee from thy Lord.”

And again: “Thy concern (O Prophet) is nothing else than the delivery
of the Message.”

Thus, my responsibility, too, is confined to the task of delivering the
Message which I have received through the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
(peace be with him!) and of expounding it to the best of my ability. The
acceptance or rejection of that Message rests solely with the people.
You can liken me at the most to a physician, and a physician’s only
duty is to diagnose the disease and prescribe the remedy. If the patient
obeys the physician, that is to his own good. If he disobeys or neglects,
he alone will ultimately suffer.

If you cast a glance at the world around you, you will find that all
things of the universe are bound together and governed by the laws
of nature in a way which makes it impossible for them to act except
mechanically. All created things, whether organic or inorganic,
whether belonging to the heavenly regions or the earthly environrment,
seem to fall in this category. The only exception to 1t 18 man. Man
alone, of all created things, seems to possess Will and Volition, and 1t
is this distinguishing feature which gives to man the position of
superiority which he obviously enjoys.

Closely connected with the power of ‘volition’, is the faculty of
distinguishing between right and wrong, of leaving one thing and
adopting another.

This brings us to the problem of the moral freedom of man. I do not
wish to enter here into any detailed philosophical discussion of this
problem. But I might point out that action, by itself, is neither good
nor evil.
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