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Every religion and" / ery ideology has in every age its great
exponents who personil, ii a distinguished manner the cause
they cherish and uphold and whose labours for that cause form

land-marks in human history. One such great personality of

recent times was His Eminence Maulana Shah Muhammad
Abdul Aleem Siddiqui Al-Qaderi (R.A.). Born in the Pak-

Bharat sub-continent, his noble soul soared beyond the limita-

tions of territory and race. Imbibing Islamic as well as Western
education, he rose to combine the best in ancient and modern
disciplines and became a distinguished exponent of the message
of orthodox Islam to modern humanity. With these great quali-
ties of head and heart, he travelled continuously for forty years
from town to town, country to country and continent to conti-
nent, until his labours of love for the spiritual reform and uplift

of humanity covered a major part of the world. Millions of

human souls belonging to divers races and nationalities in
Asla, Africa, Europe and America received spiritual blessings
through his dynamic and refulgent personality and numerous
Islamic missionary societies, mosques, schools, hospitals,

libraries, infirmaries, orphanages and periodicals sprang up in

the wake of his immortal missionary labours. He worked with
single-minded devotion for the cause of Islam and humanity
until his noble soul returned to Allah’s Mercy at Medina in
1954.
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THE -
QUEST FOR TRUE HAPPINFESS
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MAN’S LIMITATION:

Complex and complicated problems confront man in
his day-to-day life, and he is always plunged in anxiety to
discover their solution. This is so, because human life

s, in its very nature, complex. On the one hand, man

possesses an unlimited urge for scaling the loftiest heights
of ambition and of attaming the pinnacle of perfection in
the multifarious domains of his activity. On the other
hand, his limitations exist to such an extent that he is
simply incapable of determining the ultimate conse.
quences of his actions with any amount of certainty.

Man is capable of deducing the particulars from

particulars.
He possesses the power of building up philosophical
axioms and postulates. He has the capacity of soaring into
the realm of the Abstract on the wings of poetic fancy
and  speculative imagination. He can also analyse the
properties of matter and break up the atom. But, with
all this, he finds that the universe js too vast for his tiny,
though brilliant, brain. The more he advances in his quest
for knowledge, the more he becomes convinced of the
infiniteness of the ¢xpanse of Reality. His discovery of 2

new fact is at the same time a discovery of the truth that

there exist numberless un-known facts yet to be discovered.

The thirst for knowledge is never satisfied.
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With all his struggle for knowledge, man can only

know partial reality as revealing in the present, or as
recorded in the past. About the future, he 1s always in
utter darkness. He tries to infer on the basis of the induc-
tive method, but he himself can hardly be positively
certain of that inference. He seeks the help of Astrology
in this behalf, but that science also proves to be fallible.
Comprehensive and infallible knowledge about the past,
the present, and the future, remains a distant dream.

This limitation of man is at the basis of his inability
to solve his problems with any degree of satisfaction. Add
to it the conflicts between the various emotions and
between emotion and reason, and you can get a fair 1dea
of the muddle with which man is confronted.

THE PHYSICAL WORLD—A WORLD OF
LIMITATIONS: |

Man is in a state of constant struggle for the
attainment of Peace and Comfort. But he seeks them
through material things, and fails. He starts in one
material direction and obtains a certain amount of success.
But when he evaluates it in the light of his ultimate 1deal,
he finds that he is far away from it. Neither wealth,

nor health, nor even a decent home life, can separately

guarantee that peace of the mind and comfort of the soul
which every one of us cherishes so intensely. They can
work only as contributory factors, if the fundamental

requirement of the realisation of the ideal exists.

The question is:  What is that fundamental require-
ment? What is that which the whole of humanity seeks
but fails to find in its material pursuits? What is that
which can cause a man to say: ‘I feel actually satisfied”,

or, “‘I have real peace of mind”, or, “I have achieved

true happiness’ .
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Common people feel envious of those who are wealthy,
and think that they are capable of claiming that.
But in actual fact, no capitalist can ever feel satisfaction
with what he has achieved. Similarly, weak and small
nations feel jealous of the imperialistic and expanding
hations who can dictate their will to others, and who appear
to have achieved satisfaction. But “land-hun ger” is, by its
very nature, something which can never be satisfied. In fact
all the material pursuits of man possess that characteristic.
For, the physical world is obviously a world of limitations.
And it is a world of transitory and Tleeting experiences.

TRUE HAPPINESS THROUGH RELIGION:

The problem before us is the fundamental problem of
man, i.¢., the quest for True Happiness. In my experience
as an individual, T have tried to grasp it and to solveit. I have
travelled from country to country and from continent to
continent. 1 have seen the world from end to end. 1 have
sought the reality in the universities and the libraries. 1 have
tried to be in contact with the scientific endeavour in the
laboratories. [ have observed the trends of humanity in
the market-place and the industrial enterprise. 1 have
passed through the ups and downs of life. = The hapiness

~and the satisfaction obtainable from material things is not

unknown to me. But, of all my experiences, if there is one
experience which is certain and clear and vivid, it is that
such happiness has always been temporary and fleeting and
momentary, ultimately to be concealed behind a storm of
worrles and anxiety, even as the dense black clouds cover the
lair face of the moon in a pitch dark night of rain and thunder-
storm and permit it to show itself only at long intervals.

I have sought the peace of the mind, the satisfaction
of the heart, the comfort of the self,—in short, I have
sought True Happiness. The material world did not give
it to me. The material world has no concern with it; as: a
matter of fact. Neither the market-place, nor the industrial
factory, nor the scientific laboratory, are the places where







