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Life means action and motion. To move about, to sit
and stand, to eat and drink, to talk and laugh, to read and
write, and so on, all these are its manifestations. But where
there is action and motion, there arises also the question

What ought [ to do and
What ought I to become !

The question arises on every occasion and at every
step. There is no moment in our life when this question
does not arise. At times it comes clearly before the mind;
at others only vaguely. And not only this. We have also
got to answer this question in words and in deeds, and have
to abide by the answer we give.  This question is the question
of our life, and it persists throughout the whole of our life.
It confronts every one of us. A schoolboy asks this question,
and so does the teacher; a ruler is faced with it, and also an
administrator. Everyone of us has a world of his own, In
which he stands and asks :  “What ought I to do and what ought
I to become T’ The world of some of us is small, while that of
others is larger and that of still others still larger. But there is
a world largest of all, in which we all live and which compre-
hends the earth and the sky, i.e., this Universe, which seems
to have neither beginning nor end. In north or in south,
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I east or in west, in up or in down, in past or in future,
g0 as far as you may, it does not end. Neither sight can cover
It nor imagination. Both must tire out without reaching its
limits. Man stands in this limitless cosmos. He is astounded
at its dimensions, its greatness, its immensity. He does not
know where he came from. He does not know whereto he
1s going. He is bewildered.  Yet he stands in It, and must ask:

What ought I to do and
What ought I to become ?

The question is invevitable. To-day or to-morrow it
must arise in a man’s heart. One in whose heart it does
not arise, does not deserve the name of Man: and as long
as he does not get a reply to it his life remains vacant, nay,
even useless and meaningless. For, as long as he is alive and
is a denizen of this world, he should do something and he
should become something. But he does not know what he
ought to do and what he ought to become.

Man as man is in this fix. His heart is involved in this
question. His salvation—the salvation of his heart—lies
in a satisfactory reply to this question. He would regard
that person as his true saviour and guide who could answer
this question : “l am a denizen of this limitless universe:
what ought I to do and what ought I to become ?”’

Undoubtedly I ought to do that and I ought to become
that which is in consonance with the nature of this world and
the nature of my own self.

But what is the nature of this world ? What 1s the
nature of my own self ? Whoam I ? From whence did I come?

Where am 1 going to ?  And, consequently, what ought
| to become ?

One question begets the other.  But as long as  these
questions remain unanswered, neither the soul finds rest
nor the heart peace. Life seems meaningless. Action and
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motion appear in vain. The soul becomes benumbed and
the heart listless.

Then, is there anyone who could answer this 'ques-
tion :

What ought I to do and
What ought I to become ?

There are two claimants to giving an answer to this
question.  One is Reason, the other is Revelation, i.e.. one is
Philosophy, the other Religion.

The claim of Philosophy stands to reason.  For, man
ought to use his reason.  He has been gifted with reason
so that he may use it. Reason guides us in all things, great
and small. It is our guiding light in life. It is our eye with
which we see things, and with which we penetrate their
essence.  The man who uses reason will have superiority
over the man who does not wuse it. Nations who made
Reason their guiding light are dominating other nations
to-day. Hence the philosophers say that reason. which answers
all our queries, will answer this question also. ~ Consequently,
by our reason and thought we can find out what is the real
nature of this Universe and what is the essence of the Self,
its Origin and its Destiny. We can, then, determine what is
our place in this immense cosmos.  That will make it plain
what we ought to do and what we ought to become.

The branch of philosophy which deals with these
questions and attempts to solve them by means of Reason
has for long been called Metaphysics or Ontology. Great
philosophers have spent their whole lives on struggling
with these questions, and have produced system after system
of metaphysics. Amongst Greeks, Plato and Aristotle: amongst
Muslims, Ibn Sina and Ibn Rushd; amongst Europeans Lerbnitz,
Spinoza and Hegel, are names too well known to need
mention. Their greatness is admitted by all and every philo-
sopher bows before them with respect.  Their achievements
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